
OPTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Access to accurate information is key to Student Success. 
 

 
What tests help me know if I am prepared for college? 
 

 
Did you know? 
Colleges and universities really do care about the courses you are taking in high school because 
they show what kind of student you are – motivated, ambitious, over achieving, under achieving, etc.  
It is up to you to find out whether your high school course selections match what colleges and 
universities expect you to know.   
 
Sometimes high school students are more concerned about meeting minimal high school graduation 
requirements than maximizing their opportunities by taking rigorous classes, exploring concurrent 
enrollment options, and taking advantage of the many opportunities available and setting high 
personal expectations. 
 
The ACT is America’s most widely accepted college entrance exam.  It assesses your general 
educational development and your ability to complete college-level work.  ACT suggests that all 
students take the most rigorous course schedule possible in each of the four years of high school.  
By doing so, students are more likely to be prepared for college and university success. 
 

 
When students ask, “What’s the best way to get ready for a college 
entrance exam?” counselors advise them to take a rigorous selection 
of high school courses and to study hard.   High school courses 
recommended for college vary from institution to institution.  Be sure to 
check with the college or university you are most interested in to see what 
they recommend.   
 

English – Four or more years (grammar, composition, literature, etc.) 

Math – Three or more years (Algebra I and higher – does not include 

general math, business math, or consumer math) 

Sciences – Three or more years (Earth science, biology, chemistry, physics, human biology, etc.) 

Social Studies – Three or more years (history, geography, civics, psychology, economics, etc.) 

Additional Courses – Some colleges and universities require other classes as prerequisites for 

admission, such as two or more years of the same foreign language or courses in the visual arts, 
music, theater, drams, dance, computer science, etc. 
 

 
Links: 
ACT 
http://www.actstudent.org/index.html  
Utah Mentor 
http://www.utahmentor.org/  
 

 
To contact us: 
Judy Petersen, Student Services 
judy.petersen@graniteschools.org  

 


