
OPTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Access to accurate information is key to Student Success. 
 

 
What are the benefits of taking hard classes? 
 
 
Did you know? 
The majority of Utah’s high school students are maximizing their education and 
learning opportunities and opting to take hard, challenging, rigorous 
classes every year.  Are you part of the majority? 
 
More Utah high school students than ever before are:   

• Participating in concurrent enrollment courses and options 

• Graduating early and utilizing the Centennial Scholarship option  

• Graduating from high school with an associate's degree and qualifying 
for the New Century Scholarship 

• Taking advanced placement courses and scoring higher on the tests 
connected with such courses  

• Participating in early college programs in both community colleges and applied 
technology colleges 

• Taking and passing skills certification tests connected to ATE courses  

• Participating in work-based learning opportunities (internships, job shadowing, etc.) 

• Volunteering their time in their communities and learning the importance and the value of service 

• Accessing courses through the Electronic High School or other online programs 
 

 
Are you MAXIMIZING your education? 

Taking four years of ENGLISH, and three years each of MATH, SCIENCE, and SOCIAL STUDIES 
during high school (9

th
 grade through 12

th
 grade) will better prepare you for the future.  Your test 

scores on CRTs, the UBSCT, the ACT, and others will be higher if you take challenging classes.   

Almost nine in 10 students say they would work harder if their high school expected more of 
them, a new survey finds. Less than one-third of students say their school sets high academic 
expectations, and most students favor ideas that might add some hassle to their life, such as 
more rigorous graduation standards and additional high-stakes testing. "The good old times in 
high schools are being replaced by good old hard work," said Peter Hart, whose Peter D. Hart 
Research Associates, Inc., conducted the survey for the "State of Our Nation's Youth Report," 
released Tuesday. "There's a recognition among students that they have to be more ready to 
compete."  (“High school rigor? Bring it on, students say”, www.usatoday.com  posted 8/09/05) 

 
Links: 
ACT for Students 
http://www.actstudent.org/index.html  
College Readiness Standards 
http://www.act.org/standard/  
High School Rigor – USA Today 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2005-08-
09-students-standards_x.htm  
High School Courses for College  
http://www.collegeboard.com/article/0,3868,2-7-0-
33,00.html  

 

 
To contact us: 
Contact your school counselor 
Or  
Dr. Darryl Thomas 
Research Assessment & Evaluation 
Darryl.Thomas@granite.k12.ut.us  
646-5000 
Judy Petersen, Student Services 
Judy.petersen@granite.k12.ut.us  
646-4408 

 

 


