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having your children in attendance at school each 
day unless your child has a serious illness and 
avoid scheduling any family activities such as 
vacations during this time period so that we may 
test all of our students. We greatly appreciate your 
support with this so that our students will perform 
to the best of their ability as these test results will 
be reported to the district, state and federal offices 
of education regarding our progress toward 
achievement of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
which we hope to continue to reach this school 
year. 
 
Congratulations to all our Geography Bee partici-
pants which was held in January.  Our school 
finalist, Stewart Maxfield has qualified to repre-
sent our school at the state level competition on 
April 4th.  We wish him the best. 
 
A number of our 5th and 6th grade students have 
volunteered to participate in the Future Problem 
Solving program with Mrs. Ross this year.  After a 
considerable amount of work and practice, five of 
our school teams have qualified to attend the state 
competition in May.  We wish those teams the 
best as well. 
 
One last school item – the district is ready to in-
stall new carpet in this school (some carpet is as 
old as the school, we think).  A letter was sent 
home the first week of April, informing you of the 
process and safety procedures being used and a 
contact number if you have any questions as it will 
be installed on the weekends while school is in 
session in April.  Please contact the office if you 
did not receive this letter and would like a copy. 
We are very excited to have this upgrade for our 
school and hope to make this process as least dis-
ruptive for the students and teachers as possible 
during this time of the school year.! 

Karen Marberger 
Principal 

April 
4/1 Maturation Night  
 6:30 5th & 6th grade girls   
 7:00 5th & 6th grade boys 
4/7-11 Spring Service Project 
 Utah Food Bank Drive 
4/16 Teacher Collaboration 
 (Wed) Short Day 1:15  
4/18 Box Top & Recycle Pick-up 
4/18 Utah Shakespearean Festival 
 Presents: Romeo & Juliet  
 Oly Jr. High, 7:00 p.m. 
4/28 CRT Testing Begins 
 
 

May 
5/1-9 CRT Testing Continues 
5/6 PTA New Board Mtg  
 Noon in the Library 
5/7 Art Grants Meeting 
5/9 Recycling 
5/12-14 Post Office Days 
5/19-23 Post Assessment Testing  
 for Kindergarten Classes 
5/13 PTA Luncheon 
5/23 Grandparents Lunch 
5/23  Spring Arts 
5/26 NO SCHOOL Memorial Day 
 

JUNE 
6/3 6th Grade Promotion 
6/4 Carnival & Field Day 
6/5 Last Day of School 
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School Fundraiser: We wanted to thank 
all those who supported the school fundraiser this 
year.  We tried something different with the gift 
catalogs and, based on those sales, the school 
earned $3000.  As was mentioned in a past news-
letter, this fundraiser supports school programs 
including assemblies, field trips, student incen-
tives, class activities and other special programs 
which are not funded by the PTA.  We will con-
tinue to take direct donations to the school to sup-
port these programs if anyone would prefer to do 
that instead of participating in the fundraiser. 
 
School News: On March 10th, our school 
held a Celebrating Literacy Day with a wonderful 
assembly presented by Steve Wunderli who en-
couraged students to use their imaginations by 
reading books and writing stories. Guest readers 
participated in all classrooms as arranged by the 
PTA room parents and students enjoyed other fun 
literacy activities in their classrooms that day.  We 
tied this in with Dr. Seuss’ birthday and Read 
Across America day with the students taking an 
oath to promise to read every day and become life-
long readers. 
 
Following Spring Break, the teachers begin re-
viewing the curriculum that was taught this year in 
preparation for the state end of year tests (CRTs) 
which will be administered from April 28 – May 
16, 2008.  The end-of-year state curriculum testing 
(CRTs) will be conducted in our second through 
sixth grade classrooms.  Grades 2-6 will be tested 
in two curriculum areas which are reading and 
math and grades 4-6 will also be tested in science. 
During the testing window, it is very helpful for 
the students to get a good night’s rest, eat a 
healthy breakfast and attend school every day on 
time.  As required by the mandates of the Elemen-
tary Secondary Education Act, No Child Left Be-
hind, we must test at least 95% of our students 
during this testing window.  Please help us by 
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 I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Spring Recess.  It is 
hard to believe that we only 
have a few more months of the 
school year left.  March went 
by very quickly and was filled 
with great events.  Some of the 
highlights were... SEP’s, Read-
ing Day, Teacher appreciation 
week, and Kindergarten Orien-
tation.  Thank you so much to 
the PTA Commissioners and 
parent volunteers that worked 
so hard on these events. 
 We start the month of 
April off with the Maturation 
Program on the 1st.  The girls 
program starts at 6:30 and the 
Boys program is at 7:00.  We 
encourage both parents to at-
tend with their child.  Our 
Spring Service project will be a 
food drive.  We will have some 
fun with this service project by 
adding a little competition be-
tween BYU and Utah fans.  
Alicia Gygi will have more 
information about this event.  

CRT’s begin on the 28th and 
run until May 9th.  Try to have 
your child not miss any school 
while testing is going on.  Also, 
remember that children test 
better with plenty of sleep and a 
good, healthy breakfast. 
 The year will finish 
up with Post Office Week May 
12th -16th, Grandparents’ 
Lunch May 23rd, and last but 
not least our school Carnival 
June 4th.  Watch for more in-
formation on these events. 
 Parent volunteers 
make up a large and essential 
part of Cottonwood students’ 
education.  Opportunities to 
volunteer are available to eve-
rybody and every parent is 
needed.  Room parent sign-ups 
will begin on the last day of 
school when new classes are 
posted.  At registration, com-
mittee sign-ups sheets will be 
available.  Carefully consider 
your schedule and help where 
you can.  Remember that Dads 

are as important as Moms in 
volunteering!  If you would like 
more information about volun-
teering at Cottonwood next 
year please contact Allyson 
Chard, PTA President for 2008-
2009. 
 Thank you to my PTA 
Board of 2007-2008 and to all 
the parent volunteers through-
out this year.  All of our many 
PTA events ran very smoothly 
due to the time and creativity of 
these volunteers.  It has been 
amazing to volunteer as PTA 
President this year and see first 
hand all that goes on at the 
school between the teachers, 
parent volunteers, and the com-
munity in making this the great 
school that it is.  I have enjoyed 
my time as PTA President and 
look forward to continuing my 
support of Cottonwood through 
volunteer hours.! 

-Jennifer Bell 
jenc@bellmed.org 

 5th and 6th grade 
Maturation Night 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 
Girls 6:30 p.m.  
 Boys 7:00 p.m. 

 

Both parents are invited 
and encouraged to attend 
the Maturation Night. The 
girls will meet in the audi-
torium at 6:30 p.m. and the 

boys will meet in the lunchroom at 
7:00 p.m. There will be a 
speaker with information 
and a gift bag to take 
home. The program will 
last just under an hour.  
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Once again we will be having a canned 
food drive. Bring your food every 
morning during this week. Place your 
food item in either the UTAH red box 
or the BYU blue box. We will have a 
competition to see who’s team can 
bring in the most food.  

U Y  
vs 

Grandparents Day 
May 23rd  

Remember to save the date and 
tell grandparents (or other rela-

tive) that they are invited to visit 
their student on May 23rd for 

lunch. Grandparents are asked to 
bring their own sack lunch. More 

details coming home soon.  

ROMEO AND JULIET FRIDAY APRIL 18TH 
UTAH SHAKESPEAREAN FESTIVAL is coming to Olympus 
Jr. High for a special performance at 7:00 p.m. just for the families of 
Cottonwood Elementary. Admission is FREE! Watch for packets 
coming home containing a synopsis of the play. Don’t miss this fan-
tastic event. We want to thank the Arts Committee for making this 
happen year after year: 2005 Taming of the Shrew, 2006 Macbeth, 
2007 A Midsummer's Night Dream and now, 2008 Romeo and Juliet.  

 

 LOOKING AHEAD Mark your calendars 
and sharpen your letter writing skills for Post Of-
fice Week coming MAY 12-14,2008. We are get-
ting back to the basics and want you to begin 
thinking about how “I can make 
a difference through writing 
letters”. Also get the word out to 
family and friends to write letters 
that week to the great kids and 

faculty at Cottonwood Elementary! More infor-
mation will follow as the date draws near.  
If you want to mail a letter to the school ahead of 
time mail to: 

Students Name 
Teachers Name 

Cottonwood Elementary 
5205 S. Holladay Boulevard 

Holladay, UT 84117 
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   Easy Pizza      
    

   by Dianne Phillips!
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
Stretch and spread each piece of dough (or combine 
more that one for a larger pizza) onto a lightly greased 
cookie sheet. Top each with sauce and desired toppings. Bake in a preheated 
oven at 350 degrees until cheese is melted and crust is lightly browned. 
 

!"#$N1'-90'#$?-C'$ @7$A0((-3#$:3',0*0$O'"$?,0*#,$

 The Ultimate Gift is a 
movie that I have seen. It is 
about a family that didn’t care 
about their grandpa. Their 
grandpa was rich and hardly 
gave anything to his family.  
 One day the boys dad and 
grandpa went on a trip. The dad 
was flying the airplane and they 
crashed. The dad died and the 

grandpa survived. The boy 
thought it was grandpas fault 
and always blamed him for it.  
 The boys name was Jason. 
When he grew up he was lazy 
and didn't need any thing but 
money. His grandpa left him a 
disc. He left him the gift of 
work, friends, money, family, 
and love.  

Congratulations to six graders Sam 
Floor and Matthew Spurrier for get-
ting an Honorable Mention at the 
District Science Fair. Good Luck at 
the Region Fair! 
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Heather Day, 5th grade 
Sam Hopkins, 5th grade 

Matthew Spurrier, 6th grade 
Sam Floor, 6th grade 

 

:R.#11#('$M0'-(5 $

Heather Chard, 5th grade 
Bridger Fisher, 6th grade 
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Pillsbury dinner rolls dough 
Tomato sauce 
Cheese 
Pepperoni 
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This is an easy pizza recipe anyone can make. Prepare it for those crazy nights when your going from 
one practice to the next. Diane Phillips our 2nd grade teacher at Cottonwood Elementary put this 
Easy Pizza recipe into the Cottonwood Cookbook on page 87. Take a look. 

 Join millions of Americans 
who will be participating in 
TV-Turnoff Week, April 23rd-
29th. Anyone and everyone can 
participate.  The idea is that if 
we turn off the TV then we will 
have time to do other things 
like spend time with family, 
enjoy the outdoors, read for 
pleasure,  get more exercise and 
have more time to practice our 
studies or fulfill our potential.   
 To learn more check out 
this website: 
www.tvturnoff.org . 
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• Americans watch an aver-
age of more than four 
hours of TV a day, or two 
full months of TV a year. 

• 40% of families always or 
often watch TV while 

eating dinner. 
• On average, children in 

the US will spend more 
time in front of the TV 
(1,023 hours) than in 
school this year (900 
hours). 

• Studies involving more 
than 400,000 students find 
that television is bad for 
academic achievement.   
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 Actually this is more true 
than I thought it was! Think about 
it, all the video games, TV’s, 
computers and ipods were made 
by scientists. Without them life 
would be a lot harder. So that’s 
why geeks rule the world! 
 Matthew Spurrier, 
Bridger Fischer and I got the 
chance to represent Cottonwood 
Elementary at the District and 
Regional Science Fairs this year. 
It was a lot of fun to see all of the 
weird experiments and to meet 
new kids from about 50 different 
schools. Plus you get to miss 
school! Enter the Science Fair 
next year and get a day or two 
off! 

I think you should watch 
this movie. You just might 
like it like I did.  
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Visit: 
www.graniteschools.org/el/
cottonwood/ See teacher pages 
with emails, upcoming events, 
the school calendar, PTA in-
formation and a link to the 
online grading program and 
more. Let us know what you 
think.  
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Principal, Karen Marberger 
Administrative Secretary,  

Barb Tegge 
Lunch Secretary,  
Anna Anderson 

Custodian, Kevin Pond 
 

Send articles for newsletter to 
lisa.giauque@yahoo.com 

Please support  
the following businesses 
 who support cottonwood  

students in education.  
 

 Great Harvest Bread 
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McDonald’s 

Cottonwood Morturary 

February Recycling Totals: It all adds up! 
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BOX TOPS ~MILK LIDS ~ PULL TOPS ~ ALBERTSON'S ~ PAPER                  
RECYCLING & ALUMINUM CANS ~ SMITHS & SMITHS MARKET PLACE 
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 Bruce Hinckley, from 
the School Trust Lands Sections 
at the State Office of Education 
came to our meeting in March 
and educated the council on 
recent legislative action and how 
it would impact our school. He 
evaluated how our council is run 
and offered support for any of 
our concerns. He also discussed 
new developments in Southern 
Utah that will increase the funds 

in Trustlands program. We as a 
council are very grateful for the 
Trustlands program and the 
benefit it is to Cottonwood Ele-
mentary. We are able to aide our 
literacy and numeracy programs 
with these funds. We would like 
to welcome three new members 
to next years council, Mary 
Templman, Holly Wright, and 
Ruth Smith. Our final meeting 
for this year will be on Thursday, 

April 17th at 4:00 p.m. in the 
library. This is a change from 
our regularly scheduled day. 
This meeting is open to anyone 
wishing to participate. We do 
ask however that if you have an 
item of concern or interest that 
you would like put on the agenda 
that you contact our Chairman, 
Tina Seastrand at 272-9270 or 
Dseastrand@sisna.com by Tues-
day April 15th.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 

 
Maturation 
Night 
6:30 girls 
7:00 boys 

2 3 4 
 
Short Day 
1:15 p.m. 

5 
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 
 
Short Day 
1:15 p.m. 

12 

13 14 15 16 
 
Collaboration 
Short Day 
1:15 p.m. 

17 18 
Recycle Day 
 Short Day 
 

19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 
 
Short Day 
1:15 p.m. 

26 

27 28 29 30    

——————————Food Drive—————————— 

-————CRT Testing—————

 

Romeo & Juliet 
7:00 Oly Jr. High 

;/,-1$
<==>$


