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ul Welcome back to Eastwood Elementary for

:: another exciting and challenging school year. | have

u heard from a lot of our patrons that this has been the

1l fastest summer ever! | feel the same way! The good

:: news is that we are all living life to the fullest and enjoy-
a1 ing the benefits of the energy we have expended during

n the last few months.
ul

. I am happy to report that our faculty is strong,

:: prepared and excited to begin the school year. Be sure
1 to attend our Back-to-School Night on September 6th

i from 6:30—7:35. We are looking forward to working

:: with each of you in providing a positive and productive
u school year.

||

Thursday, September 6, 2007

6:30 pm PTA Meeting
7:00 pm 1st session
7:30 pm  2nd session
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Tuesday, August 28th 4-7pm at Eastwood Elementary
Tickets: $1.00 for three, $6.00 for an all-rides wristband
and $10.00 for a wristband and $5 worth of tickets!
Rides and Games: All games and rides are 1, 2 or 3 tick-
ets
2 Meal Packages and Snacks:

Pizza, Cookie & drink-7 tickets

Hot Dog, Chips & Drink-7 tickets

Aug 28 School Carnival 4-7
Aug 30 Co-op Meetings
Aug 31 Aluminum & Copper Collection

Sept 3 No School—Labor Day

Sept 4 No School—Comp day for SEP
Sept 6 Co-op Meetings

Sept 6 Back to School Night, 6:30
Sept 20 Vision Screening K,1,3&5
Sept 21 PTA Board Meeting

Sept 25 Oct Newsletter items due
Sept 27 Early Day

Sept 27 Sally Foster Begins

Sept 27 Aluminum & Copper Collection
Sept 28 No School—Recess Day

Oct 4 Walk to School Day
Oct 4&10 Family Portraits w/ Quinn Farley
Oct 25 Halloween Celebrations
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Monthly parent meeting
1 1/2 hours per week for a kindergarten child
(minimum 30 minutes for preparation per week)

3 hours per week for children in grades 1-3 (1 hour per

week in each child's classroom or 2 hours per week:
e.g. preparation time, PTA volunteering, field trips)

0

% Your

" attendance and involvement in parent meetings is vital to

|| the success of the co-op program. The family member
Y who is co-oping needs to attend the meeting. If you have
more than one child make arrangement for one family

| member to attend each child’s co-op classroom. Meetings
, are held in the classrooms. This meeting is devoted to

business, planning, problem solving, discussion of issues
relevant to co-op, or in service training. During the class
., meetings the teacher and parents may:

1.
I

w2.
3.

n 4

Brainstorm instructional activities for the coming
weeks

Establish the following month’s schedule

Discuss and approve field trips (critique prior field
trips)

Praise, voice constructive criticism and express con-
cerns

Update the classroom calendar and discuss lessons
and activities planned for the coming month

Leave all children at home during parent meetings

" Parents and teachers meet the first and second week of
school. At the first meeting parents will sign-up for class-
" room participation time. The teachers will send a curricu-

| lum outline home with parents. A follow-up parent meeting

will be held the second week of school also.

|| Parents will not co-op in the classroom the first two weeks ||
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Welcome to the 2007-2008 school year at Eastwood
Elementary! Whether you are a returning family or new to our
school this year, | hope you get involved and participate in the
Eastwood community. There are many ways to be involved
from helping in the classrooms to involving yourself in PTA pro-
grams at school or by doing supportive work for the school from
home on your own time. We welcome any level of involvement
and so will your children. Student grades go up with strong pa-
rental involvement in the child’s education and they simply like
having you involved. Please look for PTA volunteer sign-up lists
on the wall by the front office. They will be up through Back-to-
School Night on September 6th.

With the new school year, | enter a new role with the
PTA as president. | want to thank our past president, Jackie
Arbanas, for two years of absolutely excellent service. | would-
n’t be here without her mentorship. If you have any questions
about PTA, please contact me at maryannbattle@yahoo.com or
at 274-8301. Any PTA financial questions are best addressed
to our esteemed treasurer, Susan McGarrigan, at
skmpta@comcast.net or 485-4660.

This year brings some political issues to the forefront
that will affect our children’s education. There will be a referen-
dum vote in November on the private school vouchers. The
Utah PTA has taken an official stand against this voucher pro-
gram (please see additional information later in this newsletter).
Also, it may come to a vote whether to split Granite District into
smaller districts. The Utah PTA has no stand on this issue.
Eastwood PTA will present information on both these issues at
Back-to-School Night. If you have any information you would
like presented on these issues, please let me know. We value
all opinions and ideas and our main goal is to inform our parents
and encourage you all to vote.

All my best,
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MAKE OUR SCHOOL A CUT ABOVE!

Look for the 10¢ Box Tops coupon
on hundreds of your favorite products. You can find Box Tops
on brands such as Cheerios® , Betty Crocker® , Pillsbury® ,
Ziploc® , Kleenex® , Hefty® and more! Please write your
child’s name and teacher on the back of each Box Top turned
in for future contests. J




: Family

i Name:

Date:
Amt of Check:

#

: Name:

Amt lunch Amt Pizza

: Name:

Amt lunch Amt Pizza

: Name:

Amt lunch Amt Pizza

: Name:

: Amt lunch Amt Pizza

#2 #

Regular Lunch $26.40
Reduced Lunch $8.80
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: $1.20 Regular (milk incl)

.40 Reduced )
30 Milk Lunch & Pizza 1x/week $29.60
: $2.25 Adult Lunch & Pizza 2x/week $32.80

Pizza Hut starts September 4th! If you want to include
pizza tickets with your regular lunch payments, make a spe-
cial note about how much you'd like to allocate towards
pizza. Otherwise, the entire amount will be put in your stu-
dents regular lunch account. A “LUNCH! Form” for will be
included in each newsletter for you. It is $2.00 for a slice of
pepperoni or cheese pizza, a fruit and vegetable choice,
and a choice of milk or juice. Tickets can be purchased in
advance (preferred) or on Pizza Hut days, at the office. If
children are tardy, after 9:00, they will not be able to order
pizza that day.

Volunteers needed for the $ , Octo-
ber 4th. If you can help out, please contact Claudine Eck-
enfelder at 487-2906 or e-mail eckenfelder5@hotmail.com.

is coming up in January and we

will be covering Join in the fun and sign up to volun-
teer at the volunteer wall. Watch for more information from

> /9

Eastwood’s PTA is a wonderful community of caring parents
and friends who care about the children at our school. If you
haven't joined PTA or volunteered to help out with Eastwood’s
great enrichment programs, be sure you take the opportunity
to do so at Back-to-School night. Why join the PTA?

1. Helpful parents and teachers working together for the
students makes our school great!

2. Your students love to see you at school and in the class-
room

3. The national PTA is a legislative advocate for the chil-
dren, and funds programs such as Reflections, East-
wood’s largest art program

4. Every study shows that when parents get involved, stu-
dent test scores improve

5.  PTA builds community

6. It makes a difference when YOU get involved!

: PTA volunteers dedicated their time to making this experience :
easier for all of us. Special thanks this year to: Lisa Beck, Claudia :
: Fechner, Tina Jensen, Suzie Farley, Janet Hatch, Traci Morris,

Deann Hampson, Debby Bierman, Susan Dahlstrom, Terri Sny-  :
: der, Jill Widmer, Kary Ginsburg, Susan McGarrigan, Claudine and :
: Todd Eckenfelder, Carolyn Blatter, John Knoblock, Betsy Chap-
man, Jodee Gold, Amy Kyremes-Parks, Rachel Davis, anyone :
: else we missed (!) and of, course, Mary Ann Battle, our PTA presi- :
: dent this year. :

Special thanks to Vickie Burrows for her massive commitment to
§the whole process, and to Karen Bradley for managing all the
: physical facilities.

Also thanks to parents and friends who helped with Eastwood’s
: lovely tradition of serving a healthy, delicious Back-to-School
breakfast, including Helene Taylor, Cindy Butters, Sharon Edlef-
: sen, Tina Romney, Keri Anderson, Tammy Bills, Griselda Soto,
Rachel Davis, and Mary Ann Battle.
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Dear Parents,

My name is Amy Saxton and | am the Legislative
VP for the Eastwood PTA this year. My job is to keep you
updated and informed about any legislation that would af-
fect our school.

There are some high profile issues being debated
this year, including school district splits and school vouch-
ers and | will do my best to keep you up to date. Whatever
position you take regarding these issues, your voice will not
be heard if you don't get involved. | encourage everyone to
exercise their right to vote. Contact your representatives if
you feel strongly about an issue. They have been elected
to represent YOU. For your convenience | will be distribut-
ing a list of legislators and their contact information shortly

To reach me for any information, you can contact
me via e-mail, saxtamy@yahoolcom or phone, 955-4927.
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B The Granite District Transportation Department has just notified
B schools that beginning this year, only assigned students will be
B allowed to ride to and from school on the bus. The practice of
B allowing “guest riders” to ride the bus with a friend will no longer

M be allowed. In the past, a parent could send a written request to

M the school requesting a child to ride home with an assigned bus
M student for purposes of play, scouting, etc. This was the “past”
m policy that will no longer be practiced.
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I Get involved with the arts! Reflections is a nationwide
| arts program sponsored by the PTA. It is a wonderful
I opportunity to showcase your student’s talent and en-
I courage their experience with the arts. There are eight
| categories: visual arts, three-dimensional art, literature,
I theatre, photography, choreography/dance, multimedia,
I and musical composition. Each student can submit one
I entry per category. The project should be one child’s
I original piece of art, produced for the Reflections pro-
I gram with the theme in mind. The theme this year is:
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I'this is a national program, there are specific rules in I
each category. All the details AND |
an official entry form are available at |
I the Eastwood Reflections Center, 1
on the wall just south of the office. 1
I'The deadline is November 8, 2007 1
lat3 pm. Absolutely NO late sub- 1
: missions will be accepted this year. 1
1
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I we are still seeking judges, needed

I during the week of November 26™.

I People who work directly in the arts

| are great, but think of friends or fam-

Lily who are in advertising, or music

I teachers, journalists, students, mu-

I seum curators, musicians or teach-

l ers. Judging is about a two hour

I commitment. If you know someone

1 who could help with judging, please contact Rachel

I Davis. We could also use volunteers to help collect and
1 organize the art (November 8", coordinate judging, and
I put on the Art Show (December 6"). Please call Rachel
I Davis to volunteer or with any questions, phone 583-
16161, or email greendavis@gmail.com
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Save all you aluminum cans and anything else made of
aluminum or copper and bring them to Eastwood in the
morning of the last Friday of each month and we will take
them to the local recycling company and get money for our
school.

Please drop off your donation before 11:00 am and place
them in a bag or box by the side of the newspaper dump-
sters located in the north-east corner of the school parking
lot.

Please take time to read the Granite School District Atten-
dance Policy in your registration packet. Excessive tardies
and absences are taken very seriously. Itis your responsibil-
ity to get your students to school and on time on a daily basis.

If your child comes late to school, they must check in at the
office before going to class. Students will not be able to order
pizza on Tuesday and Thursday if they get here later than
9:15.

If your student is not going to be in school, you will need to
notify the office by 9:00 am that day. Call the office at 646-
4816. If you do not notify the office it will result in an unex-
cused absence.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding attendance,
please call Tina Jensen in the office.
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1. Vouchers divert public monies to private schools

2. An educated citizenry is vital to our democracy: ONLY pub-
lic schools provide education regardless of religion, gender,
academic achievement, disciplinary history, etc. 2/3 of pri-
vate schools in Utah have waiting lists.

3. Average cost of private education in Utah is $7,000, while
vouchers will provide between $500 and $3,000 per student
to private schools, rendering private tuition costs still too
expensive for most Utah families.

4. Vouchers do not historically entice parents to switch to pri-
vate schools. Studies show that parents who choose to
send their children to private schools do so with or without a
voucher system in place.

5. Charter schools are public schools, so the voucher system
would also redirect their funding.

6. Public education isn’t perfect, but it isn’'t broker. Utah SAT,
Math and English scores are the highest in decades, almost
25,000 AP tests were taken by Utah students, and Utah'’s
83% graduation is one of the best in the country.

There are plenty of places to become more informed about
vouchers. You may find the following websites, both pro— and
anti-voucher, useful as you educate yourself on this issue. Our
local papers (www.sltrib.com and www.desnews.com) also
cover both the voucher and school district split issues exten-
sively. Check their archives for more detailed information.

www.nsba.org
www.utahnsforpublicschools.org
www.utahpta.org
www.choiceineducation.org
www.friedmanfoundation.org
www.heartland.org
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The Eastwood Newsletter is published once a month to
inform students and their families of events, programs,
and activities related to Eastwood Elementary School. If
you have inclusions for the newsletter, please submit
them to Angi Evans via e-mail at an-
gievans@comcast.net. Submissions may also be placed
in the “Newsletter” box in the copy room at Eastwood.
Disclaimer: Granite School District and Eastwood Ele-







