
DUAL IMMERSION

Parent Orientation Meeting



ÅThe optimal window for language 

acquisition is in the elementary years.  

ÅForty years of research documents the 

power of immersion programs

ÅLeast expensive language instruction with the 

most proficiency

Why?



ñThe power to learn a language is so great in the 

young child that it doesnôt seem to matter how 

many languages you seem to throw their wayé 

They can learn as many spoken languages as you 

can allow them to hear systematically and 

regularly.ò

Dr. Susan Curtiss

Linguistics Professor, UCLA



District Objectives

ÅProvide the educational, cognitive, socio-cultural 

and economic benefits of being bilingual, 

biliterate and multicultural.

ÅPrepare students for their responsibilities as 
global citizens

ÅPrepare students for cross-linguistic and cross-
cultural encounters



Proven Benefits

ÅHigh proficiency in immersion language

ÅAcademic content learning

ÅEnhanced cognitive skills: flexibility, attention, 

memory, problem solving, etc.

ÅIncreased cultural sensitivity

ÅBetter prepared for global community



What to Expect in Dual Immersion

ÅTwo teacher model 

ïA proficient target language teacher teams with an existing 

English teacher

ïClear and consistent separation of languages during 

instruction

ÅDaily instruction 50% in target language and 50% in 

English

ïMath, literacy, science, and social studies instruction through 

target language

ïLanguage arts (reading, writing, and spelling) in English

ïArt, music, & P.E. is divided between English and target 

language.



Why French?

Å There are 55 countries spread 

across five continents using 

French for business, government, 

and daily life

Å Thirty-two countries recognize 

French as the official language

Å Second most frequently taught 

foreign language in the world

Å Third most common language on 

the internet



Why Spanish?

Å There are 21 countries spread 

across four continents using 

Spanish for business, 

government, and daily life

Å Second most frequently spoken 

language in the U.S.

Å Third most spoken language in 

the world



Why Chinese?

Å Most widely spoken first 

language in the world

Å Third most spoken language in 

the U.S.

Å Chinaôs increasing significance in 

politics, economics, and culture


