
 

               October 2008 

Welcome to our School… 

                     Mrs. Cline -3rd Grade 

 

 

 

Birthday: May 18th I was born at Moscow, Id, but raised in Roseburg, 

and Coos Bay, Oregon I have four younger brothers, no sisters. 

Color: I like Scarlet and Royal Blue Food: authentic Mexican TV 

Show: Jeopardy, Dancing with the Stars, Biggest Loser, Grey's 

Anatomy, Ghost Whisperer Games soccer, football, gymnastics, 

track events, volleyball, basketball, baseball...yahtzee and scrabble 

and checkers and trivia games Holiday: Christmas Movies: Gone 

With the Wind, Lady Hawke  Team: Chicago Cubs 

 
 

                             Ms.Nield -Kindergarten 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Birthday is May 12 and is from Rigby Idaho. She has 3 sisters and 2 
brothers. She Graduated from BYU-Idaho. 
Food-Potatoes and Crepes Color-blue Games-Candy Land and 
Clue Holiday-Halloween 
T.V. Show-So You Think You Can Dance & American Idol Movie-
Camp Rock Team-NY Giants 

 

News from Community of Caring 

Truman is a Community of Caring School. This means that 

the teachers try to support our parents by reinforcing 

values that you have taught at home, such as respect, 

responsibility, honesty, etc.  Our theme for September is 

Personal Best.  The third grade classes have written about 

this and the winners will be displayed in October. The 

theme for Oct. is Perseverance. 6th grade will write about 

perseverance. We would like to share some information 

from Thomas Lickona who is a leading researcher in the 

area of Character Education. In his book Character Matters 

he states, “Parent involvement is the leading indicator of 

school success. When schools and parents present a united 

front concerning character matters--respect for rules and 

authority, responsibility toward homework, honesty on 

tests and term papers and sportsmanship--students get a 

clear and consistent message and are more likely to take it 

seriously."His suggestion to parents is to be an 

authoritative parent."Authoritative parents combine 

confident authority with reasoning, fairness and love. They 

direct their children consistently, and rationally. Parents 

must have a strong sense of their moral authority, of 

having the right to be respected and obeyed." At school we 

have this same expectation. 

 

                 Community Council Corner: 

 

 Every elementary, jr. high and high school in Utah is required to have a Community Council. It is made up of teachers, parents and administrators 

and holds an open meeting once a month. One of the many purposes of these councils is to decide how legislative money is spent in their school. 

Here at Truman Elementary, the Community Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month @ 4:15 pm in the school library. The 

next meeting will be held on Oct. 20th. They run approximately one hour and are well worth your time! The agenda for the October meeting will 

include approving teacher projects and scheduling upcoming events to further academic achievement in our school. Please plan to attend one or more 

of these meetings this year so your opinion can be heard and you can be apart of how government money is spent in our school. If you would like to 

learn more, contact the school office or visit www.graniteschools.org, select COMMUNITY, scroll to COMMUNITY COUNCIL, and select 

SSAP to learn about our School Student Achievement Plan. 

 

The Truman PTA has the perfect opportunity for you! 



The Truman Elementary PTA is looking for energetic and excited fathers to be Junior Achievement (JA) instructors in their children’s classroom.  What is Junior 

Achievement?  It is a volunteer-taught program that focuses on entrepreneurship, financial literacy and work readiness in each grade level.  Experience in this area is 

NOT required.  Lesson plans are all scripted and activity supplies are all provided.  Please visit www.ja.org to learn more! 

Junior Achievement Orientation is on Tuesday, October 7, 2008 @ 4:00pm in the school library. 

If you would like to participate or have questions about this program in our school, please contact Sarah Timpson, PTA JA Coordinator, at sarahtimpson@msn.com or 

call 244-9791. 

 

                                                    What’s going on this month? 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday (short days) 

6 7 Jr. Achievement 

Orientation @4:00 

8 9 10 

13 14 15 16  Fall Recess 17  Fall Recess 

20 Community 

Council 

Mtg.@4:15 

21 22 23 24 

27 28 29 30 31 Halloween 

 

Presidential Fitness 

   We would like to give a big Thanks to all those who helped 

out with Presidential Physical Fitness. Our kids did great on 

their push-ups, sit-ups, stretching, and running.  Please help 

our students continue to be active.  If we all keep working we 

will be able to better our scores for the final testing in April.  

In our first 2 years of the Presidential Physical Fitness 

program we have had one child reach the presidential 

award and twenty-four reach the national award. We 

would really like to improve these numbers for this 

year.  So lets all get out and exercise and do our best! 

  

For TV Turnoff Week 

    During our Presidential Physical Fitness Week at 

school, the Truman PTA is excited to again challenge our 

students to turn off all TV's, computers and video games 

during the week of Sunday Sept. 28 through Sunday Oct. 5. 

(The PTA understands there may be some exceptions. 

Please use your best judgment and sign the paper if you feel 

your student qualifies for TV turn off.)  Those students who 

successfully complete this challenge must turn in the TV 

turn-off paper with teacher's name and a student's and 

parent's signature on Monday, Oct. 6 to earn a fun prize 

from the PTA. Prizes will be handed out in classrooms on 

Wed. Oct. 8th.                       Pirates Day 
                               Mr. Thackeray’s Class  

 

From the Principal…. 

Wednesday, October 1, 2008, Mr. Peter Duke of Office Max awarded Mrs. 
Linda Bitner “The Day Made Better” award which was $1,000 worth of 
supplies.  Fifth and sixth grade classes were on hand to witness the great 
surprise.  I nominated Mrs. Bitner last spring.  Mr. Duke and I have been 
planning this surprise award for 2 weeks.  Mrs. Bitner was greatly surprised.  
She said, “I wished I would have known.  I would have worn something 
better.”  She looked fine receiving her award.  When we celebrate one of our 
fine teachers, it is a representation of all the other teachers and our fine 
community. 

Thanks to all those who participated in our double fund raiser.  Even 
with the Happenings book and Sally Foster sales, we didn’t meet our 

$6,000 goal needed to provide the art instruction we have scheduled this 
year for all the students.  I know the uneasiness of the economy has 
people being very conservative.  I understand it has affected the fund 
raisers throughout the district.  I will see what we can fund with this level of 

money.  I will send out a Smith’s enrollment letter which could greatly help if 
we get enough people enrolled who regularly shop at Smith’s.  I do not want 
to over burden you parents to provide things for school.  I try to be sensitive 
to your needs.  Just know that this art instruction through the school and PTA 
may be the high point in some student’s learning. 

Our PTA and parents are great!  I know you are enthusiastic, supportive and 
great to work with. Our volunteers for Presidential Physical Fitness are 
providing a real service to the students.  Students are motivated to improve 
their scores and teachers provide time to practice.  Our room parents meet 
with teachers to plan memorable activities like our Halloween party coming 
up.  Vision screening, maturation, and reading night are all programs that are 
vital to our school.  A big THANK YOU, from me – Mrs. Gray.   


