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Counselors’ Corner

By Dr. Garett Muse, Principal

School is well underway, and we have more students attending
Cottonwood this year than in the last seven years. Due to late
registrations, we added a number of classes and may need to add
more as the year progresses. We are sorry that we have had to
change students’ schedules to try to decrease class sizes.

Our sports, volleyball, soccer, football, golf, and tennis teams are
doing very well and are all competing for a region title. Our cross
country athletes are doing a great job, despite the fact that every
year we would like more numbers.

The swim team has started to meet and has a new coaching staff.
We have eighty interested swimmers and could use many more.
Encourage your student to swim this fall or try out for our top-
ranked debate program. We can always use more students in each

Please see Muse News on page 2

By Ranae Peck and Diane Coburn, PTSA Co-Presidents

We hope that everyone had a wonderful summer and that you are
all ready for another great school year. We welcome our new
teachers and staff and look forward to working with all the amazing
people at Cottonwood High School.

We extend a special welcome to all of our incoming sophomores
and all of our new students. We are glad you are here and would
suggest that you become involved in the activities and clubs at

Please see Presidents’ Message on page 3
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program. Wrestling is another program in which we would like many
more athletes. | coached wrestling and know it is a great sport for our
young men. It teaches a great deal about facing adversity and

“Cottonwood High challenges and developing self-confidence and character.
School is a great place
to be and to get an Our school play this year is The Secret Garden. It will be performed

November 19 through the 23. Ticket prices are $7.00 in advance and
$8.00 at the door. Bring your family and watch another in the great
tradition of Cottonwood’s many plays.

education. Our goal is
to serve every
student no matter

where they fit within September 22 and 23 are our nights for Parent-Teacher Conferences.

their class ranking. Please plan on attending. Students need to know that we, the faculty
and their parents, are interested in what they are doing. We find that
students’ grades are higher in the terms where we have Parent-
Teacher Conferences. Mid-term grades come out on September 21.
Please review how your student is doing.

We want every
student to succeed.”

Remember you don’t have to wait for mid-terms to check grades and
attendance. You should be going online every week or so to check your
student’s work and absences. Student attendance is better when they
know you are watching.

Cottonwood High sees many students coming early in the morning due
to the bus or a variety of other reasons. We have, therefore, started to
offer a breakfast program. Breakfast should be offered in the cafeteria
daily and free/reduced lunch rates apply. We hope this is of service to
our community.

This school year is off to a great start, and we have many outstanding
students who are working harder in academics, in the arts, and
athletics. Cottonwood High School is a great place to be and to get an

Cottonwood High education. Our goal is to serve every student no matter where they fit
School within their class ranking. We want every student to succeed.
Thursday,
October 15, 2009 Thank you for the support you give your student and our school. We
6:00 p rr; to look forward to seeing you at Parent-Teacher Conferences or at one of
PO our many fine events.
8:00 p.m.
Commons Area

Sincerely,

Garett Muse
Principal
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Cottonwood. Being involved makes for a more enjoyable, well-rounded high
school experience. Plus, it's a great way to meet new friends! It really is true
that the more you put in to any experience, the more you get out of it!!

The PTSA works closely with the administration at Cottonwood to enhance the
experience of each and every student. Parental involvement is encouraged and
there are various ways that you can help out. Rene’ Crawford is our Volunteer
Coordinator and may be calling on you to volunteer. Also, parents are always
welcome at our monthly meetings, held the first Tuesday of each month at 10:30
a.m. in the Career Center Conference Room. We would be happy to have you
join us.

We appreciate all of you who have joined Cottonwood's PTSA this year. We
appreciate so much the generous donations that will benefit both the students
and the teachers at Cottonwood. THANK YOU! If you have not joined the PTSA,
it's not too late! Please sign up at Parent-Teacher Conferences. We would really
like to have you on our team!

If you have any questions or suggestion, please feel free to call us: Ranae (278-
0142) or Diane (274-0041). We welcome your input and ideas. <

Teachers,

Remember to fill out your application for a PTSA Mini Grant and deliver to the
PTSA box in the teachers' mailroom. These grants are up to $100 to provide
financial support to introduce new ideas or enhance current projects and
curriculum. Any teacher may apply if they are a member of the PTSA ($6) and
currently employed at Cottonwood High School. Applications must be in by
Wednesday, September 30, 2009. Don't miss out on this wonderful opportunity
from your PTSA. %

Frightmares!

Frightmares! at Lagoon begins September 25 and runs each Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday in October, including the UEA conference on Thursday, October 1,
and Friday, October 2. The Granite Education Foundation receives $3.00 for each
pass purchased, and this money goes directly back to the schools to fund mini
grants and scholarships for students with financial needs. See any teacher for a
coupon. %
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CALENDAR

Parent-Teacher
Conferences, 4:30 to 7:30
p.m.

Parent-Teacher
Conferences, 4:30 to 7:30
p.m.

Homecoming Assembly,
8:30 a.m.

Lighting of the C,
Stadium, 7:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL
(Compensatory day for
PT Conferences)
Homecoming Dance,
Inner Court, 7:00 p.m.

NO SCHOOL, Fall Recess
NO SCHOOL, Fall Recess
NO SCHOOL, Student
Recess Day

Bond Open House, Inner
Court, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Picture makeup day

Fall Choir Concert,
Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
UBSCT testing

UBSCT testing

UBSCT testing

Dance Co. Concert,
Auditorium, 6:00 p.m.
UBSCT testing
Halloween Band Concert,
Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
NO SCHOOL, Student
Recess Day

Monster Mash, Inner
Court, 7:00 p.m.

Additional school events
including sports team schedules
can be found at
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(Student Education Occupation Plan) will be held
September 21 through October 29. Postcards have been mailed home with each
student’s appointment date and time. If this time is inconvenient, please call the
Counselor’s secretary at 385-646-5265 to change the appointment. Counselors
welcome and encourage parents to be a part of this conference. «

will be held at Cottonwood on November 4.
Representatives from all Utah colleges and universities will be on campus from
8:00 to 10:30 a.m. Seniors will be excused from class to attend this event. Parents
are welcome to attend. <

is available Tuesdays and Thursdays from
2:30 to 4:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for students who have failed classes to
make up credit. Students must have a referral from their counselor in order to
register for this program. The cost is $45.00 for each .25 credit; fee waivers cover
this cost. <

Talk a little bit about your day, including problems and frustrations that you faced.
Teens have a way of listening without appearing to listen. By the time you ask
“How was your day?” you just might get a response. With any luck the discussion
will include some mention of schoolwork. If it doesn’t ask about just one course,
the one your teen tends to like the most. Then follow up with inquiries about
what they are working on. Parents send a message to their teen through casual
comments about school and homework. A conscious effort to give these
comments a positive spin will help your teen deal with the inevitable frustrations
of adolescence. +

Did you know 29-43% of high school graduate end up enrolling in remedial classes
in college? And over 30% of college students drop out after the first year, with
almost 50% never graduating? The best way to prepare for college is to take
challenging courses in high school...yet many students avoid honors and AP
classes because they are leery of the work load or question their ability to succeed
in rigorous classes. Cottonwood’s AVID program exists to address this
discrepancy! This year we are working with over 50 juniors and sophomores to
help them reach their goal of graduating from college. These students, averaging
“B” and “C” grades before entering the program, are enrolled in honors and AP
classes. They are also devoting one of their elective classes to developing the
organization, note-taking, and critical thinking skills they need to succeed in
rigorous coursework. Along the way, they build collaboration, writing, and oral
communication skills that will prepare them for life beyond the hallowed halls of
CHS. Does it work? In 2007, 47.1% of Utah’s high school graduates went on to
college—while 96.3% of AVID graduates did the same. If you would like more
information about this program, please contact Kim Watts (AVID coordinator) or
Judy Liapis (AVID counselor), at 385-646-5264. <
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