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By Dr. Garett Muse, Principal

| hope you all had the opportunity to see the wonderful play “The
Secret Garden.” Congratulations to the cast, Mr. Wilkins, and
everyone involved in the fine production.

Mid-term grades are going to be given to your student on December
8. Please look for them and review your student’s progress. If you
have any questions, look at Gradebook. Keep in touch with your
child’s attendance. It is a proven indicator of a child’s commitment
to their education. | met with a parent last week who had a question
about some grades. We looked at their child’s Gradebook and
attendance, and the parent understood a little better the cause of
the grades. A good policy is to look up grades on the computer at
least every two weeks.

Please see Muse News on page 2

By Ranae Peck and Diane Coburn, PTSA Co-Presidents

Can it be possible that it’s December already? This year is speeding
past, and we are very happy to report the PTSA has been actively
involved in the fun! Thanks to your membership and generous
donations to our no-sales fundraiser, the PTSA is able to sponsor
some really great programs at Cottonwood. It’s not too late to join
us if you haven’t already done so!

The PTSA was able to give several teachers mini-grants to help them
improve their classrooms. We bought white boards, dictionaries, AP
review books, calculators and many other items the teachers
needed. We feel so grateful for the outstanding faculty and staff
here at Cottonwood and are happy for opportunities to give them
some extra support.

Please see Presidents’ Message on page 3
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“We encourage each
of you to come and
see our talented
athletes and skilled
debaters perform.”

‘““Please talk to your
child on a regular
basis about your
beliefs regarding

[drugs and alcohol]

and be vigilant about
what parties your
child attends and talk
to them when they
get home.”

We will be starting a tutoring/make-up session every Monday morning
beginning December 7 from 7:15 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. English, P.E., and
Automotive will be available on the 1 Monday of the month. Science, Visual
Arts, Business, Family & Consumer Science will be offered the 2™ Monday of
the month. Social Studies, Performing Arts, Driver’s Ed, and Health will be
available the 3™ Monday of the month. Math, Foreign Language, Woodshop,
and Drafting will be available the 4" Monday of the month. Teachers will be
doing Professional development on the Mondays they are not tutoring. | will
try to call every Friday to remind students what subjects are on tap for the
following Monday. Encourage your child to utilize this opportunity to get
special help, make-up work when available, and receive tutoring.

At this time of Thanksgiving, | would like to thank all those who support our
school both with their time and resources. Thank you to our PTSA,
Community Council, and our Booster Club for countless hours of service. Our
business partners do a great deal to support our students through donations
and service. They are Yoshi’s, Superior Water, CafJ Rio, Del Taco, Roxberry,
and Ken Garff. Please give back by supporting them when possible.

Also thank you to all of those businesses that support each individual sport
and activity through banners, donations, and advertizing. We have a great
community and it is expensive to run our great programs. Thank you for your
help.

Thanks for all the efforts of our fall sports. Though we are not a large school,
we have started well in 5A this year with three region championships and two
second places. Wrestling, swimming, drill, forensics, and basketball have all
started their season, and we wish them well and encourage each of you to
come and see our talented athletes and skilled debaters perform.

Finally, on a more serious note, though we have not seen or dealt with many
drug or alcohol problems, we know that these items are available to students
in some way at every school and community. Please talk to your child on a
regular basis about your beliefs regarding these items and be vigilant about
what parties your child attends and talk to them when they get home. We
want our students to be safe and making good decisions and need your help.

Thanks for all you do for our school and your child. Have a wonderful Holiday
season.

Sincerely,
Garett Muse
Principal
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The annual Reflections competition has just come to an end. We would like
to extend a huge THANK YOU to Kathy Kelly for all her hard work promoting,
collecting, and getting the works to the judges. She held a luncheon last
week to announce the winners. We have some incredibly talented young
people at Cottonwood who will go on to represent our school at the council
competition in January.

In case you were wondering, the Students in the PTSA have been working
especially hard this fall! Our Student Commissioners have been busily serving
their teachers and fellow students. Thanks to Kim Liston and Sheila Ostler,
their fearless leaders, the students made fall goodie bags for the teachers
and hosted a breakfast for 150 participants of the high school musical, The
Secret Garden. We express our appreciation to Debbie Walker for
spearheading the breakfast and hope you didn’t miss out on that amazing
performance! In addition, every month the Student Commissioners put up six
new bulletin boards introducing and recognizing different clubs and teams
here at Cottonwood. Check them out on both sides of the hall by the office!

As you can see, the PTSA has been very busy. We hope you are enjoying your
time at Cottonwood and would welcome any suggestions as to how we can
help make your experience here even better. We sincerely wish each of you a
very healthy and happy holiday season! x

We'd like to thank all who participated in the Reflections contest this year.
Our theme has been: "Beauty is...." We want to congratulate all who took
part. The winners are:

Literature:
First place: Sarah Burton
Second place: Uyen Nguyen

Photography:
First place: Abrianna Peto
Second: Sarah Burton
Third: Matt Kelly
Fourth: Jessica Fowler
Fifth: Hayley King

Visual Art:
First place: Abrianna Peto
Second: Liahona Lavea
Third: Natasha Pruns
Fourth: Sarah Burton
Fifth: Tara Evans

All participants were honored at a luncheon on Tuesday, November 24,
where they received gift certificates for a popular Mexican Restaurant.
Thanks for your participation! x

We appreciate everyone
who supported the
Cottonwood PTSA No-Sales
Fundraiser! Because of
your thoughtfulness and
generous donations we
raised $6,696 to use
towards teacher grants,
scholarships, school
improvements and many
other PTSA sponsored
events that benefit
Cottonwood High Schools
great students and
teachers!!
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Parents need to remember to check students out prior to leaving school
and check them in if late in the mornings. Absences cannot be excused
weeks later; they must be excused within one week of missing.

Excessive absences are any after 7 days total for the entire school year.

Just a reminder, students are only allowed 7 days missed for the entire
school year, without prior approval or doctor notes. After the seventh
miss, doctor notes will be required if grades and CPA are below 2.0.

The Attendance Office number is 385-646-5269.

Late start Monday—School starts at 8:30 a.m., and that means students
should not be later than that unless for medical reasons. School on regular

school days starts at 7:30 a.m.

Upcoming days off of school:
December 21 thru January 1
January 15 and January 18 x

Parents, students who are attending Cottonwood High on a window

permit do not need to re-apply. Their permit will carry through all three
years. For students wanting to come to Cottonwood from outside our

school boundaries, the following applies:

The months of December, January and February have been legislated as
the Early Open Enrollment Period for parents to exercise their school-
choice option for the 2010/2011 school year. If you want your student(s) to
attend a school other than your designated boundary school, you are
required to complete a Granite School District “USOE Standard Open
Enrollment Application” and submit it to the school of your choice
between the time period beginning Tuesday, December 1, 2009 and ending
Friday, February 19, 2010. Applications are available in the requested
school’s office from November 2, 2009 through the third week in February,

2010.

Applications will be considered on a first-come, first-served basis and will
be stamped with the date and time received. Granite School District
Students are given first priority. Each application is individually screened
and considered based on available space in the requested grade, class, or
program. The requested school has until March 31 to notify the

parent/family of acceptance.

A student who misses this window can apply at any other time, but
students applying early will be given first priority if Cottonwood reaches
capacity and can no longer take special permits. Please call our front office

with any questions. x

Cottonwood High School e 5715 South 1300 East ® Murray, Utah 84121 ¢ 385-646-5264



COLT PRIDE — PTSA NEWSLETTER — DECEMBER 2009 5

We have a couple of openings for parent membership on our Community

Council. We meet on the first Thursday of every school month at 6:30 a.m.
to decide ways of improving our school. If you would like to run for a seat
on our Community Council, please read the top portion of the application

(see page 7) and turn in a completed declaration of candidacy to the front
office by February 2, 2010. x

The Cottonwood High School Internship Program offers students the
chance to participate in a unique learning opportunity that goes beyond
the scope of the traditional classroom setting. Students can experience
the world of work by interning with a professional in a career of their
choice. This enables students to develop critical workplace skills that help
them as they move into higher education and the workforce.

Internships are primarily for seniors but younger students may participate
who are in good standing academically and in citizenship and will
represent Cottonwood High School and the Granite School District in a
positive manner. Each internship lasts one semester, and students receive
a .50 pass/fail elective credit for completion. Internships can be taken as
an 8" period or a 9" period class.

Please see Mrs. Garbett, Cottonwood’s Work-Based Learning Specialist, in
the Career Center, if you would like more information or want to sign-up
for a second semester internship. Questions can also be sent to
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Additional school events including
sports team schedules can be
found at

CALENDAR

Midterms

Josten’s delivers rings/mugs;
make-up orders during lunch
ACT test

Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.
Instrumental Music Concert,
7:00 p.m.

Charity Assembly, 9:00 a.m.
Winter Recess

Registration deadline for the
February 6 ACT Test
Winter Dance, 7:00 p.m.

p.m., Auditorium

End of Quarter

NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL, Dr. Martin
Luther King Day
Colts-R-Great Assembly

UBSCT Testing

ACT Test

Sweetheart’s Dance, 7:00
p.m.

NO SCHOOL, Presidents’ Day
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We as Cottonwood High
School’s student body have
the opportunity of raising
money for Operation Smile.
The organization’s mission is
to provide reconstructive
surgery for children born
with  facial  deformities.
Children born with cleft
palate are often shunned
and rejected from society.
During the weeks of
November 30-December 11,
you have the opportunity to
help change the world one
smile at a time. Student
Government representa-
tives will be collecting
money in each 2B class
periods and at lunch. The 2B
class with the highest per
student donations will be
awarded with a pizza party.
Parents are also encouraged
to donate. You can make
donations online at
Cottonwood’s webstore,

or click on the link
from Cottonwood’s home-
page. Please donate what
you can. Any amount
counts! We are working to
raise $15,000 for this great
organization. We will be
announcing the grand total
at the Charity Assembly on
December 18, at 8:45 a.m.
Thank you for your support!

Jennifer Riches
SBO Advisor

Need a Christmas gift for your Cottonwood student? Purchase Colt
apparel! Items can be purchased at the online bookstore or in Room 304.
Bring your receipt to Room 304 to pick up your purchases. Available sizes:
S, M, L, XL (XXL available in T-shirts only). x

Hoodies $40
Sweats:
Open Bottom $25
Elastic Bottom $20
Hoody/Sweat
Combos:
Open $55
Elastic $50
Cinch Backpacks $10
Colt Pride Lanyards $5 N
T-Shirts $10
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' 'w GRANITE SCHOOL DISTRICT

:\ ANNOUNCES
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

ELECTIONS

School Community Councils are elected parent/guardian and employee representatives who
work together with the Principal to increase student achievement. By [aw, the Council is re-
sponsible to review scheol data and develop pfans for school improvement. Councils also allo-
cate the LAND Trust funds to assist the school in reaching achievement goals. Please see the
Granite District web page for more information regarding the roles and responsibilities of Com-
munity Councils {(www.graniteschools.org)

Parents elect parent representatives and employees elect employees for two-year terms. To be
aiigible, a parent must have a student enrolled in the school for at least one of the years and
may not be employed by the school for more than an average of six hours per week per month.

Elactions are held during Spring Elementary SEP Conferences and Secondary Parent Teacher
Cenferences.

We invite you to become involved in your school’s Community Council by declaring
your candidacy. Please return the bottom portion of this form to your school’s principal by
February 2, 2010 .

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY

 want to be a candidate for the School Community Council.

Parent/Guardian Printed Name: Phone

{ am the Parent/Guardian of student(s)

First/Last Name Grade

First/Last Name Grade First/Last Name Grade

The Granite Board of Education encourages schools to share information to their patrons about each

candidate. Please write a few sentences about your background and reasons for running for Com-
munity Council.

Parent Signature ' Date
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