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A Message from the Parent Center

By Wendy Fayles, Parent Center Coordin ator

A few days ago Mr. Owen, our SBO advisor, shared a wonderful compliment with
the Kennedy staff. He said:

firhe SBOs and | finished interviewing the new SBO applicants last

night Our first question (after the o
& hat are some positive things you like about Ken n e d Ev@r$ student
specifically mentioned the faculty and staff. We heard over and over
how much the adults at Kennedy care about the students and how hard
the teachers work to help their students learn.o

I would like to let parents know that Kennedy DOES care about your kids. Even
when we get cranky with them, itds onl
things that will help them succeed in lifed like showing responsibility, being good
citizens, and caring about others. Because | am so very proud of this school, its
staff, and its students, | would like to share with you just a few of the many
awesome things Kennedy has accomplished this past year:

e Our After-school Program was presented with an award for Outstanding
Achievement by the Salt Lake Metro Gang Unit and the Salt Lake Area
Gang Project.

Our MESA team took 2" overall at the MESA Day Games held in March,
and our own Mrs. Cropper was honored as MESA Teacher of the Year.

At the District Junior High Artt Sh
Class submissions received awards.

Our Prevention Specialist, Joaquin Fenollar, has led parades through the
school (he blows a mean trumpet!), put on assemblies, challenged

students to push-up contests, and led a variety of workshops to help
students choose a healthy, wholesome, and fulfilling life-style and future.
Our Parent Center has taught adult ESL classes to over 30 individuals,

led a variety of parenting classes, made over 200 compliment calls,
organized the school 6s Reobosis Scrgenilgo w
activities, produced this newsletter (which goes out to over 900 families),
and worked with some of the most wonderful parent and community
volunteers in the world!

We may not know what next year will bring in terms of changes and adjustments,
but | can guarantee that Kennedy will continue to strive to provide the most
outstanding service possible for your children.

IMPORTANT YEARBOOK NOTICE!!!

Parentsé we dondét want your child to miss
please make sure all school fees and fines are paid before June 1%. If students
owe a fee or a fine on Yearbook Day, their yearbook will be held until they pay or

June 5, whichever comes first. L




We often hear how i mportant the three R6s arje in dr
Relationships. Looking at the third R, Relationships, we naturally think first about the connections
teachers and other school personnel are making with studentsd engaging them at a personal
level; knowing each of them, their interests, their special problems, and their aspirations; caring
about them as individuals; and thus not letting them fall through the cracks. And this is
extraordinarily important. However, the notion of relationships with parents and families is every
bit as significant in order to solve the dropout crisis. Positive personal and school relationships
with parents and families translate into strong family engagement, one of the most powerful
indicators of student success.

~ Sue Ferguson, National Dropout Prevention Center

C CURB ALERT!

You may have noticed the red curbing in front of the school. P ease make sure you |dondt |

front of the red curbing. This could result in a ticket. Parking spots are available across from the red
curbing and on the north side. Thank you for your cooperation.

Dondt Miss out on CRT Testing

Criterion Referenced Testing (CRTs) will be ongoing until May 27", All students need to be at school to
take the tests. If your student is going to be gone during this time, let Trudy Roos, Testing Coordinator,
know so the tests can be completed before students leave or after they get back.

Fee Waiver/Free & Reduced Lunch Reminder

(Renuncia de Honorarios/Comidas Gratis o0 a Precio Reducido)
Please remember that you must reapply EVERY YEAR for fee waivers and free/reduced lunch.
Applications will be in your registration packets for the upcoming year, or you can pick them up in the

Front Office.
Se acuerdan aplicar cada afio para comidas gratis 0 a precio reducido y para renuncia de
honorarios.

PTSA Corner

THANK YOU to all the volunteers who brought in Valentine cookies for the teachers and food for the SEP
dinner in March. You have been a great support, the teachers loved it. Also, congratulations to students
who entered the Reflections contest and went on from school level to win at Council level. They include:

Literature - Anna Fuller

Art: Alondra Lopez and Traci Barnes

Video: Danielle Wilson

Honorable mention at Council - Amber Ellefson for art and Anna Fuller for photography
Congratulations to all! A big thank you goes to Jennie Williams (8th grade counselor) for running
Reflections at Kennedy. Shehas ki ndly agreed to do this next year al s
get thinking!! Students have until the end of October to draw, write, sculpt or video!

OUR PTA BOARD FOR 2009-10 is the same as this year!

PTA PRESIDENT-Cathy Fuller SECRETARY-Suzie Bagshaw
VICE PRESIDENT-Jana Nordfelt PRINCIPAL-Dr. Kenley
TREASURER-Kim Hemmert TEACHER VP-Jennie Williams.

We are looking for more volunteers, including a Membership Commissioner and SEP Dinner
Commissioner. If you can help, call Cathy Fuller at 801-957-7477.



Help Prevent Teen Depression and Suicide
Since May is National Ment al Heal th Awareness Month, t|
pleasestoptherollercoaster.com is especially timely:

Suicide; just the thought of it conjuresupanunimagi nabl e sense of fear in a parer
for many of us to imagine the pain of dealing with such an event, and yet many families and communities

are left to endure it. In fact, it is in springtime when the rates of self-injury, depression and suicide peak.

Each year 2000 teenagers and young adults complete suicide; it is the third leading cause of death for

this age group. Here are a few facts you should know:

e 90% of suicides in the United States are associated with mental iliness, including disorders
involving the abuse of alcohol and other drugs

e 50% of those who die by suicide were afflicted with major depression, and the suicide rate of
people with major depression is eight times that of the general population

e 3times more women attempt suicide than men, however men are 4 times more likely than
women to die as a result

e In 2007, 14.5% of U.S. high school students reported seriously considering suicide. 6.9%
reported making at least one suicide attempt, almost 1/3 of which resulted in serious injury.

Foods-4-Thoughtisanon-pr of it t hat is fAbringing awareness to teen
DC, they have a unique approach, wanting to influence and increase discussion about suicide and

depression one conversation at a time. To support that theme, they are asking for recipe donations to be

used in a fund-raising cookbook. The cookbook also provides a venue for memorials for loved ones lost.

This is a gut-wrenching topic, yet depression can be prevented. Adolescent Wellness, Inc. focuses on

depression prevention by increasing awareness, resilience and coping skills. Actions taken at the school

and community level benefit all kids rather than attempting to focus on those at risk at a particular

moment. And, in conjunctionwithpr of essi onals at Chil drendés Hospital an
createdA An Adol escent Ment al H e ahattisldow&loawéblé dnah availableGar r r i c ul u moa
free. Adolescent Wellness Inc. is working with leaders in the mental health field, and committed to

providing tools to communities who understand how important preventative efforts truly are.
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3" Annual Kennedy Film Festival
Thursday, May 21°%, 3 p.m.
Location: Cafeteria
Popcorn, candy and soda will be sold and certificates will be
given for Best Film, Most Creative, etc.
Fun For All!

Youth Services Offers Free Parenting Class

Youth Services is offering a FREE par endThecgrricaldmass, ASt
is based around creating healthy bonds and relationships with your teen and gives parents the

opportunity to start over in their parenting skills or build upon what they already have to create a healthier,

stronger family. The 8-week class is held Wednesday nights from 6-8 p.m. at Youth Services (177 West

Price Avenue, SLC). Contact Kari Larsen at 801-269-7572 or

kllarsen@slco.org to sign up.

Keep Those Box Tops Coming!
Parentsidondét forget t o c o ltibneurihgth® surmer o p s
to turn in when your child returns t
funds help pay for our Reality Town activity, so collect as many as you can!


http://www.foods-4-thought.org/home.html
http://www.foods-4-thought.org/images/Recipe_Campaign_Drive_Final_-_whl.pdf
http://www.adolescentwellness.org/sites/amhw/wiki.aspx?pid=434
http://www.adolescentwellness.org/sites/amhw/wiki.aspx?pid=434
mailto:kllarsen@slco.org

Fun Ways to Learn During the Summer (from mvparents.com)

Parents worry about it. Educators complain about it: Kids can fall behind academically during the summer.
You can encourage your child to learn in the summer in fun waysd ways many wouldn't even call learning

For all parents

Instead of buying flash cards and figuring out rote ways for kids to learn, think of "experiential
learning," which is where you learn by doing. When experiential learning is done well, most kids enjoy
the process of learning, and some don't even think it seems like learning at all. Take kids kite flying,
canoeing, or take them to a hands-on museum. Expose them to experiences that stimulate their
thinking and imagination.

Take kids on walks. Before you do, check out nature books that include photos of local wildflowers,
birds, bugs, trees, and wild animals. As you walk, be on the lookout for different aspects of nature.

Help others. A key part of experiential learning is service learning, which is about serving others and
then talking about your experience afterward. With her or his permission, plant flowers for an elderly
neighbor. Bake cookies for someone who's sick. Donate food to a food shelf. Afterward, discuss what
went well and what could be improved.

For parents with children ages birth to 5

Bring children to different places to stimulate learning. For example, take them to the beach and play
in the sand. Take them to a playground on the other side of town. Take them to a different library than
the one you usually visit. Take them to a children's museum.

Ask your librarian for picture book suggestions and check them out to read at home. See if your library
has child activities and story times that you and your child can attend.

Have children spend time with their grandparents. Often grandparents will involve kids in their
passions, such as gardening, baking, or even cleaning out a closet (while the kids dress up in their
clothes).

Go bug hunting. Explore what the ants are doing in your neighborhood. Talk about which bugs to
avoid (such as bees, wasps, and mosquitoes). Play with a ladybug.

For parents with children ages 6 - 9

Find day or overnight camps that get your child excited. Many camps now have specialties, such as
horseback riding camp, canoeing camp, and archery camp. All these camps emphasize learning skills
while having fun.

Do simple science experiments with your kids. National Geographic Kids has lots of free ideas for
science experiments, recipes, and more at kids.nationalgeographic.com.

Sign up for a family activity through your parks and recreation department, community education
program, or nature center. Many offer one-time, stimulating activities, such as family cooking, an
evening of looking at the stars, family hiking, and more. Have fun while you learn something new
together.

For parents with children ages 10 - 15

Find more challenging and stimulating service projects for kids. Many congregations offer work camps
and mission projects where kids take a trip for a weekend or a week and help others, doing things like
painting, repairing homes, and so on. Habitat for Humanity allows kids who are ages 13 and up to


http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/

volunteer. ( Ke n n e d y-Sckool RrbgraenrSummer Camp also offers service opportunities.)

summer homework. Many schools assign a book or research project for kids to do over the summer,
ts about these projects until the day before school starts. Create a plan to get the work done gradually

e Consider having a playful summer reading competition. Ask
)er of books he or she is excited about. Check out two copies from the libraryd one for you and one for
ost books first, but avoid setting up a stiff competition where your child may want to skim the book
vard the winner, for example, with a trip for ice cream or a $5 gift certificate to his or her favorite store.

e Take occasional family outings that expand everyone's
ities around you have to offer. For example, Darwin, Minnesota, has the largest twine ball in the world.
t else you can learn.

For parents with children ages 16 - 18

e Encourage teens to find internships and apprenticeships in
Ito mechanics, photography, videography, soccer coaching, and so on. These types of experiences
ool resume, but give teens valuable hands-on learning experiences.

e If your teenager is working to earn money at a job he or she
teenager to also find something that excites him or her, such as learning new riffs on the drums,
ing a unicycle, reading a fascinating book, or renting episodes of NOVA.

e Encourage teenagers to think creatively about their
help others with the skills they have. For more ideas, see Teen Online Entrepreneurs.

e Continue to serve others as a family and encourage your
‘ent with yard work. Serve a meal to the homeless through a soup kitchen. Help a neighbor weed a
1 a lot about working with others, deepening your skills, and making a difference.

e Talk about current events. Learn more about a specific
1embers and discuss it at a deeper level.

* Suggestions from Youth Community Connections: Minnesota
)iment, www.youthcommunityconnections.org.



http://www.parentingteensonline.com/article/show/title/Teen_Online_Entrepreneurs
http://www.youthcommunityconnections.org/

End-of-Year Calendar

May 12 Art Show, 5-7 p.m., Media Center

May 15 MESA field trip to Lagoon

May 18 Quest End-of-Year Program, 6:30 p.m.,
Auditorium

May 19 Field trip to LaCaille

May 20 Choir Concert, 7 p.m., Auditorium

May 20 4.0 Activity, 8:15 a.m.-12 p.m.

May 21 Student Film Festival, 3 p.m., Cafeteria
May 25 MEMORIAL DAY i NO SCHOOL

May 27 Awards Night, 6:30 p.m., Auditorium
May 29 LOCKER CLEANOUT DAY i NO
BACKPACKS OR JACKETS ALLOWED
AFTER THIS DAY!

June 2 Farewell Assembla/, 8 a.m., Auditorium
June 3 Lagoon Day for 9" graders

June 3 Farewell Dance (9‘hgrade only), 6-8
p.m.

June 3 Last day of school for ot graders

June 5 Last day of school for 7" and 8" graders

Kennedy Jr. High

GRANITE SCHOOL DISTRICT
2500 S. State Street

Salt Lake City, UT 84115

Seminario para Latinos

Se invita a toda la comunidad Latira a gque
asistan con su familia a la Serie de
Seminarios gratuitos Latinos. Deja que tu
VOZ se oiga y se parte activa de tu
comunidad. Los seminarios son gratuitos.

Mayo 21
Servicios de la Comunidad
Junio 18
Identificacion de actividad Criminal
Julio 16
Reglamentos y Lineamientos de la Ciudad
Agosto 20
Como obtener licencias para Negocios
Septiembre 17
Prevencion de Incendios
Octubre 22
Que hacer si eres victima de Violencia
Domestica

Centro de Celebracién Cultural

(3100 South 1355 West)
de 6:30a7:30 p.m.
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For more information contact:

Jessica Holtzer
801.718.7740
jholtzer@slco.org
www.slcoyouth.org

Camp Location:
Kearns Jr. High School
5305 South 4040 West

Kearns, UT 84118
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Salt Lake County After-School Programs
Summer Camp
177 West Price Ave.
Salt Lake City, UT 84115
Phone (801) 284-3315
Fax (801) 284-3333
www.slcoyouth.org

Dates:

June 8—July 2

For:

Kennedy Junior
High Students

Salt Lake County
After-School Programs
Summer Camp




Who:

What:

Informeabtion

Kennedy Jr. High School Students

Summer program that offers skills,
educational/career exploration, arts
and recreation classes.

Where: Kearns Jr. High School Cafeteria

When:

How:

Cost:

Bring:

5305 South 4040 West
Kearns, UT 84118

June 8—July 2
11:00 am—5:00 pm

Mail or deliver completed and signed
registration/waiver to Kennedy Jr.
High.

4495 South 4800 West

West Vallev City, UT 84120

Free

$10 donation greatly appreciated
Checks can be made out to:
ShelterKids

177 West Price Ave.

Salt Lake City, UT 84115

° Students are expected to bring their
own lunches every Monday and Fri.*

° Sunscreen

* Water bottle

* Extra Snacks

® Positive attitude!

* We will provide lunch every Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday and daily snacks.
If there are concerns or questions, please
contact coordinator Jessica at 801.718.7740.

Classes/Activities

Skills
Tiger Woods Character Education
Ropes Course
Cultural Cooking
City Safari
Movie Making
Community Service

Science & Adventures
College Tours
Job Site Tours
Imagine Learning
I'ast Facts
Community Presentations

Educational/Career Exploration

Arts
Leather Class
T-Shirt Making
Arts & Crafts

Recreation
Sports Tournaments
Hiking
Swimming
Outdoor Adventure
Water Park

Daily Schedule

June 8—July 2

10:30 am—11:00 am Pick up at

Kennedy Jr.

11:00 am —11:10 am Check In
11:10 am—11:30 am  Get Pumped!
11:30 am—12:30 pm  Lunch

12:30 pm—4:45 pm  Field Trips

Classes
Presentations

4:45 pm—5:00 pm  Team Clean

Goodbye

5:00 pm—5:30 pm  Shuttle back

to Kennedy Jr.

Students will meet at
Kennedy Jr. High at
10:30 am
and will be transported to
Kearns Jr. High.

At the end of the day they will
be shuttled back to Kennedy .

Please make arrangements for
pick up from
Kennedy Jr. High.



Summer Survivors 2009
Salt Lake County After-School Programs
Camp Registration Form

Participant Last Name
Participant First Name
Address
City State Zip
Home Phone Gender: Male Female
Birth date Grade
School
T-Shirt Size
Participant Ethnicity (Ipark one)
African Amencan Asian
American Indian or Alaska Native White
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander Hispanic/Latino
Other
Parent or Guardian Parent or Guardian
Relationship to Participant Relationship to Participant
Workplace Workplace
Work Phone # Work Phone #
Cell Phone # Cell Phone #
E-mail Address E-mail Address
Participant Lives With
Emergency Contact Name
Relationship to Participant Phone#
Doctor Name Doctor Phone#

Health Insurance Company,

Allergies

Additional Medical Information (including medications)







